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Bahr-i Ali el-müşkülat-i külli kelimati 
aliyu müşkülat
(Hymns of praise for Khalif Ali and his 
successors, the 11 Imams)

Yemenî Mahmud Efendi

Introductory note by the copist: "Al-hakir al-kadir; Mahmud Yemeni had the good fortune to get this copy from a saint
when he was in Damascus. This saint had copied it from a manuscript in the treasury of Sultan Shah Mirza in the 841st 
year of the Hijra. No one who has authority at the highest level in our community is allowed to copy this manuscript."
Numerology [number symbolism] is the assignment of meanings to individual numbers or combinations of 
numbers, whereby the numbers are given a symbolic function that refers beyond their mathematical function.
This symbolism is observed, with differences in expression and function, in religion, liturgy, literature, customs
and superstition.
Hurufism (Arabic ḥurūfiyya), science of letters and letter formation, is a mystical-gnostic variant of Sufism 
founded by Fazlallāh Astarābādī (1339-1401), also called Faḍl Allāh Ḥurūfī, in the later 14th century.

Manuscript in Ottoman Turkish

Copied by Yemenî Mahmud Efendi
in Damascus in 1191 H [1777 AD].

94 pp. With 11 full-page havas illustrations , 16 x 12 cm.
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